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ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 /026 W 

070237 
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PM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2310 

CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0046 

EXDIS 

EO 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, US, XP 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT LORD'S INTERVIEW WITH HELEN THOMAS 
REF: A. DAMASCUS 0015; B. STATE 001474 

1. MET WITH PRESIDENT'S POLITICAL ADVISOR, ADIB 
DAOUDI, JANUARY 4 AND FURNISHED COPY OP PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS TO HELEN THOMAS CONTAINED PARA 2 STATE REPTEL. 

TOLD DAOUDI THAT ALTER READING THOMAS INTERVIEW I WAS 
PUZZLED WHY HE INTERPRETED PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS AS A 
HARDENING OF OUR ATTITUDE VIS-A-VIS THE GENEVA CONPERENCE. 

2. DAOUDI REPLIED THAT HE AND OTHERS IN PRESIDENT ASAD'S 
ENTOURAGE (AT NO POINT DID HE CLAIM TO BE SPEAKING 
DIRECTLY POR ASAD) POUND PRESIDENT FORD'S OMISSION OF 
ANY REFERENCE TO GENEVA MOST DISTURBING. READ AGAINST 
BACKGROUND OF DECEMBER'S VLADIVOSTOK COMMUNIQUE WHICH 
MENTIONED GENEVA, PRESIDENT LORD'S OMISSION OP SUCH 
REFERENCE SIGNALLED OUR TOTAL ABANDONMENT OP ANY MEANS OF 
PROGRESS OTHER THAN US STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH. 

PRESIDENT HAD ALL BUT SAID USG CONSIDERED ANY ARAB EPFORT 
AT PROGRESS, SUCH AS QUADRIPARTITE CONFERENCE, AS WASTE 
OP TIME. PACT THAT THE PRESIDENT ALSO MADE NO REPERENCE 
WHATSOEVER TO THE PALESTINIANS SUPPORTED THIS SYRIAN 
INTERPRETATION. PINALLY, HE SAID THAT PRESIDENT'S 
PREDICTION OF THE "HIGH LIKELIHOOD OP WAR UNLESS THERE 
IS MOVEMENT ON A STEP-BY-STEP BASIS" WAS INTERPRETED IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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DAMASCUS AS AMERICA'S THREATENING THE ARABS "DO IT OUR 
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WAY, OR ELSE." 

3. SUGGESTED TO DAOUDI HE SHOULD BE MORE SENSITIVE TO 
THE CONTEXT OE THE LORD INTERVIEW. IE PRESIDENT DID NOT 
REFER SPECIEICALLY TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE OR PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS, EACT WAS HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY THOMAS TO ADDRESS 
HIMSELE SPECIFICALLY TO ANOTHER COLUMNIST'S REPORT AND HE 
HAD DONE JUST THAT. INTERVIEWER THOMAS DURING HER INTERVIEW 
HAD ASKED ONLY TWO QUESTIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND 
PRESIDENT DEALT SUCCINCTLY WITH BOTH. 

4. AT SAME TIME, IN CONTINUED, WE HAD NEVER MINCED WORDS 
WITH THE SYRIANS RE GENEVA: WE BELIEVED A STEP-BY-STEP 
APPROACH TO THE MID EAST PROBLEM WAS THE ONLY EEASIBLE 
EORMULA EOR SUCCESS. WE HAD NEVER AGREED WITH THOSE 
SYRIANS WHO ARGUED THAT IMMEDIATE CONVENING OE THE GENEVA 
CONEERENCE WAS PREFERABLE. WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 

AND PUBLICLY MAINTAINED THAT GENEVA MUST BE PRECEDED 
BY CAREFUL PREPARATION LEST IT DEGENERATE INTO A BITTER 
RHETORICAL EXCHANGE WHICH WOULD ONLY FREEZE NEGOTIATING POS- 
SIBILITIES. 

5. SAID I WAS CONFIDENT THIS REMAINED THE USG POSITION, ONE 
WHICH HE, HIMSELE, HAD HEARD US PROPOUND MORE THAN ONCE. 

TOLD DAOUDI, HOWEVER, I WOULD ASK EOR INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT 
MY COMMENTS AND RETURN TO HIM WITHIN A EEW DAYS. DAOUDI 
SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE THIS SINCE HE WAS PREPATING 

A REPORT TO ASAD ANALYZING THE THOMAS INTER- 
VIEW ALONG WITH OTHER RECENT INDICATIONS OE US MIDDLE 
EAST POLICY. 

6. DAOUDI THEN ASKED WHAT I COULD TELL HIM ABOUT 
OUR PLANS FOR ALLON'S VISIT. 

REPLIED THAT FONMIN ALTON HAD ALREADY MADE ONE TRIP TO WASHING- 
TON AND WAS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO THE STATES 0/A 
JANUARY 10 FOR FURTHER MEETINGS. STATED THAT I HAD NO DETAILS 
ON RECENT EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE SECRETARY AND ALTON BUT EACT OF 
ISRAELI EONMIN'S PLANNED RETURN, WHICH HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED 
DURING HIS DECEMBER VISIT, WAS EVIDENCE THAT WE CONTINUED 
DETERMINED TO PLAY A POSITIVE ROLE IN THE AREA. 
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WE SHARED CONVICTION OF SYRIAN LEADERSHIP THAT THE PRESENT 
IMPASSE COULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE; SITUATION WAS 
DANGEROUS AND UNSTABLE. 

7. COMMENT: DAOUDI DID NOT PRESS EURTHER AND SEEMED 
GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH FOREGOING. HE IS MORE AWARE 

OE U.S. PEACE MAKING EEFORTS THAN HIS FELLOW AMBASSADORS 
INSTALLED NEXT DOOR AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND HAS 
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EMERGED OVER PAST EOUR MONTHS AS THE SOLE SYRIAN CAREER 
DIPLOMAT WITH EASY ACCESS TO PRESIDENT ASAD. I CANNOT 
YET COMMENT ON EXTENT OE HIS INELUENCE OVER ASAD BUT CON- 
SIDER DAOUDI A DISCREET, THOUGHTEUL OBSERVER WORTH 
CULTIVATING IN THE PRESIDENCY. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED: INSTRUCTIONS CONEIRMING VALIDITY OF 
MY REMARKS PARA 3-6 OR SUCH MODIEICATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
I COULD PROVIDE DAOUDI IN OUR NEXT MEETING, WHICH I HOPE 
TO HAVE ON JANUARY 8 OR 9 FOLLOWING HIS RETURN EROM ASAD- 
ERANGIEH SUMMIT IN LEBANON. 

MURPHY 
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